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Many of the topics included in the Pardes curriculum
are fdr-reaching and have broad ramifications. The
infent of Pardes is to promote sensitivity and spiritual
growth through exposure to o variely of Torah sources.
It is not within the pervue of Pardes fo arrive at conclu-
sions relevant fo decisions of Halacha. Plegse consult
your Rubbi for personal decisions.
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One Thousand Homes of Dialogue

[

A Time to Love; A Time to Hate

UNITED and UNTIED.

Two words with the same letters and opposite mean-
F/ ) I"'

ings. The only difference is where you put the
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A Time to Love; A Time to Hate

How would you respond?

OUR BEST FRIEND, WHO WAS ABUSED BY HER
father as a child, tells you that her “per-
sonal nightrmare” bas finally ended. After years of

anguish, she's conclnded that there is only one
way to emotional health — she must learn to “hate”
her father. Your friend, who seems relieved by her

conclusion, asks for your opinion.

o]
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It is customary to recite the following prayer
before entering into a Torah discussion:
(Shulchan Aruch O.H, 110)

ay it be Your spox ' yasbp prgn o

will, Hashem e a9 sr1ax 1P

my G-d and Kby e 9y nops a3
G-d of-my fatl'lers, that e 171990 1373 YreR
You illuminate ny eyes. Y1 b XY man L)
Wi‘l'l‘l the hglﬂ: of your To- e Yir KY1 50 .ND‘D. _
rah and that You save me i B S K91 Kb
&omaﬂ sh:.m.l)].lng })IOCI?S o] AT ER Sy Nb1
and Errors, whether it be b a4 A s
in discussions of what is - #1* %1 15 DI PR
prohilaitceicl and what is g m,.; ;‘Bﬁ -
permitted or.in monet
matlters, whether it L:z SR8 froans 137 53
any other Halachic deci- b
sions or just in theoretical study. I pray that I do
not make any mistakes, and if I do, my study part-
ners should not take delight in them. [ pray that I
should not proclaim the impure pure or the pure
impure, the permitted forbidden or the forbidden
permit’cecl. I pray that I should not dexive joy from
the errors of my si:ucly partner. Open my eyes and
allow me to see the wonders of Your Torah because
it is from G-d that all wisdom comes forth, it s
from His mouth that T will acquire wisdom and
understanding. Amen.
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Points for Study

raple in Jerusalem represented the unity

e Temple served to unify the people.

i e nified in one priest, one altar and for

Hatter only needed one Temple. When the

ngage& in causeless hate, the antithesis of

ty; the Teraple no Yonger served a purpose and

e people of Israel no longer deserved to have it

gtanding. Tt was then that God &estroyetl it.

Maharal of Progue, Netzach Yisrcel, chap. 4
Source, pg. 20

The Temple in Jerusalem, headquarters of the
Jewish people, twice was built and destroyed be-
cause of our sins. The first Temple was &estroyed
because we worshippecl foreign gods, committed
incest and murdered. During the period of the sec-
ond Temple we studied and kept the Mitzvot. The
Temple was destroyed because of causeless bate.
This teaches us that causeless hate is equal to

mur&er, incest and idola.try.
Talmud Yomo b

Source, pg. 21
B The consequences 0£ the &esi:xuction o’; tlle

second Temple were far worse than that _of the de-
struction of the first Temple. During the pen'oni of
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the first Temple in Jerusalem, although the people
of Israel sinned they had good hearts and trusted
in God. God destroyed the Temple because their
actions were evil. During the period of the second
Temple, although their actions were proper, God
&estroyed the Temple because their hearts were evil,
which resulted in causeless Aate. To worship Ged
one must have a good heart.
Vilna Gdon in Bivr Hogra on Agodda of
Rami Bor Chama, Bava Batra
’ Sourte, pg. 22

n The second Temple is still not relmﬂ_’c. It is

impossible to cure an illness if the cause of the

disease is still present, even with the hest medicine
in' the world.

Reb Yonason Eybeshitz, Yeoras Dvash 7

Sovrce, pg. 23

Hate is the product of too much self-love.
Rav Kook, Toras Cohen, pg. 153

B “Causeless hate™ £ it's causeless, why do we
do it? The reason is that the ego stands between us
and doesn't let us see anything but ourselves, If I
am egocentric, | feel only for myseH and there is
no room to feel for someone else. The presence of
another individual threatens my space and becomes
an interruption to my pexsonal needs; there{ore, [

hate him.
Heychultzu, Rabbi Sholom Dov Baer of Lubavitch
Source, py. 24

One Thouvsand Homes of Dialogue

A Time to Love; A Time to Hate

Loving a fellow Jew is only possible if one makes

is physical needs secondary to his spiritual needs,
for it is the })ody which serves as a divider between -
men. Sefer Harachim, vol. 1, pg. 618
Source, pg. 24

“Love your neighbor like yourself” — Just as
when we do something wrong we don't hate ouz-
selves for it, so too, with our neighbors; when they
do something wrong, we shouldn’t hate them for
it. Bo'al Shem Tov

n Some people who hate others justify their be-

havior ]3y cfaimjng that t]aey are lovers of truth

and the person they hate is false. In fact, a love of

truth that manifests itself in hate of others is only

imaginary. None of us are completely “true”, yet

we don't hate ourselves for it. Where is our love of
truth when it comes to ourselves?

Rebbe of Ozorov in Aish Dos,

Shoor Kedushas Yisroel

Source, pg. 25

“If you see your enemy's donkey struggling
under its load, you shall certainly help him”
(Shemos 23). The enemy referred to in the Torah
is a fellow Jew. How then is it permitted to hate a
Jew? Doesn't the Torah say, “Do not hats your
brother in your heart” (Vayikra 19)? Our sages

say this refers o a case where you saw someone
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sin, you warned him of his sin, and he continues
anyway. It is a Mitzvah to hate this pexson.

Rombum, Laws of Murder, chap. 13; par. 14

Source, pg. 26

m How should we react when a truly great man
criticizes anothex very great man? We are forbid-
den to listen to Ilim, even if he is the leader of the
generation. Being that it is against the Torah, we
are even forbidden to listen to a Prophet. If you
are wondering how a Gadol HaDor can come to
criticize other Torah giants, perha.ps this comes

from the sins of the generation, or God is testing

us to see if we will foﬂow him.
Reb Zvi Elimelech of Dinov in his commentary
to the Hakdomo V'Derech Eitz Chaim, fn. 83
Source, pg. 27

p If you will notice, most Mitzvot depend on
ove of ma.nlzind, ie., cllari’cy, ti‘l:ines, business eth-
ics, interest and many more. Most of the charac-
ter traits of God, i.e., mercy, patience, kindness,
giving another person the henefit of the doubt,
and many others that we must emulate, &epencl on
attitudes and feelings towards another person. That
is why loving one’s fellow man is an essential rule
0£ the TOIB.]I. )
Shnei Luchos Habris, SHLAH, Letter Beis
Source, pg. 28

Oze Thousand Homes of Dialogue

A Time to Love; A Time to Hate

m I you are tempted to hate another individual,
even if you feel it is a Mitzvah to hate a particular
person, ask yourself the following question: Are
you happy with his downfall? If the answer is yes,
then God does not want your hate. In the final
analysis, there is almost no justification for hate.
The Toxah says, “Do not hate your brother in your
heart.” Those whom it is permissible to hate are
almost non-existent. We should try to replace the
emotion of hate with the virtue of 1ove, which is a
Mitzvah of the Torah. There is no difference be-
tween this Mitzveh and the Mitzvah of Tefilin or
Txzitzit and staying away from non-kosher fooc[s,
except that the force of habit which we have ac-
quire& from childhood has reinforced these other
Mizvot. When it comes to the Mitzvah of love,
our development has been reversed, as we learn to
fight with other children, etc. We need only re-
verse our habits.
Sefer HoMidos, Dubnow Mogid,
Shaor Hasing, chap. 4
Source, pg. 29
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Source Biography
Prepared by Ari Bergmdn

Mahoraol of Prague {1525-1609)

Rabbi Judah Loew ben Bezalel was a renowned
ta]muclist, kab]:alis’c, ethical teac]:xer, and mathema-
tician, Much of his work was in extracting the in-
ner meaning of aggacla tofinda &eeper phi.losophi-
cal and moralistic untlerstanding of the Cemara.
His piety and knowledge made him popular within
the Jew:ish as well as non-}ew‘ish world of sixteenth
century Prague. ‘

The Vilna Gaon (17206-1797)

Rabbi Elijah ben Solomon Zalman, also known
as Ha-Cra, was the foremost scholar-sage of
Lithuanian Jewry in the eighteenth-century, and
has become the spiritual forefather for much of
the non-Chassidic yeshiva world. Known for his
greatness in Talmudic and Kabbalistic stucly, he
likewise mastered astronomy, mathematics and
music. His system of Talmudic study focused on
trying to find the true meaning intended by the
sages in the text, The Gra was 2 {iercely outs‘poleen
opponent of Chassidism, fearing the movement
would erode the centrality of Torah learning in Ju-
daism, and was pivo*ta.l in ga]vanizing the sp]it be-
tween the Chassidic and non-Chassidic world.

Ope Thousand Homes of Dielogue
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Rabbi Yonason Eybeshitz (1690-1764)

An exceptional Talmudist, Halachist and
Kabbalist, Rabhi Eyl:eschi’cz held positions as tla,yan
of Prague, and later rose to the position of Rabbi
of the “Three Communities,” Altona, Hamburg
and Wandshek. He had contacts with Christian
leaders of the perio&, debating religious and philo-
sophical topics with them. Iis position was chal-
1enged on a number of occasions following aﬂega—
tions that he was a secret follower of the
Shabbateanism, an outlawed movement centered
around the false messiah Shabtai Zvi, despi’ce Rabbhi
Eybeshitz supporting the excommunication of all
Shabbatean followers. The controversy over
whether Rabbi Eyl)eslaitz was a Shabbatean sprea&
to all major Jewish communities, and attacks by
opponents lasted until his death.

' Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaCohen Kook
(1865-1935)

Known ds the “father of Religious Zionism”, Rabbi
Kook, a brilliant scholar and Jewish leader, was
borm in Latvia and emigrated to Palestine in 1904.
After staying in London during the First World
War, he returned to Palestine to become the first
Ashkenazic chief rabbi of Palestine. His yeshiva,
Merkaz Harav, focused on the study of religious
texts aealing with the land of Israel, and issues
relating to the Temple services. Seeing the growth
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of Zionism as a stepping stone to the Messianic
Age, Rav Kook developed close relationships with
non-religious Zionists who he saw as laeing an in-
tegra.l part of the lnuﬂrling of the land that was lead-
ing to the Redemption. Most other orthodox lead-
ers were against the Zionist movement because of
its predominantly secular nature. Rav Kook's teach-
ings over se‘btling the land have provi&etl the basis
for modern Religious Zionist ideology.

Rabbi Shalom Dov Baer Schneerson
{1773-1827)

The eldest son of Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Lia&y,
who was the founder of Chabad Chassidism and
had suffered the full force of the anti-Chassidic
backlash, Reb Dov Baer became the leader of the
Chabad dynasty after his father's death in 1813.
He moved the group to the town of Lubavitch in
Russia, after which the group became kmown. As 2
yrolific writer, he expande& on the mystical works
of his fa‘l‘her, and he]per}. to further differentiate
the Chabad movement from other forms of
Chassidism. Like his father, Reb Dov Baer was
imprisonecl Ly the Russian authorities after allega-
tions l)y opponents, I}u’c was released soon after.

The Ba’al Shem Tov {1700-1760)

Rﬂ])bi Isl'a.e]. ]:)el:l. E]j.ezer, 3.150 EIlOWn I)y t].']e acro-
nym the Besht, was the founder of the Chassidic

One T-}Jousand Homes of Dialogue
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movement, Altlaough little first-hand knowledge
is known about the Besht, one source states that
he spent much of his early years outside the tradi-
tional structure of Talmudic education, but did
gain much lanowle&ge of Jewish mysticism. He went
on to serve as a teacher’s assistant, elementary
school instructor, and ritual slaughterer. After
spending time in the Carpathian mountains, he
went tluough a spiritual me’ca.morp]nosis, and be-
came an itinerant healer, and after experiencing
profound spiritual illuminations from heavenly
teachers, went on to become a charismatic leader
that attracted many of the greatest scholars of the
period. This close fo]lowing are the only recorders
of his teachings, the Besht himself never aut}loring
a text. His new mystical philosophy placed
Kabbalah and prayer as the center of ]ewish obser-
vance, through which one could come to an ec-
static awareness of the Divine Spirit in every as-
pect of the world. As the Besht and his followers
came soon after the episode of Shabtai Zi, ‘l:l-xey
met harsh opposition from traditionalists who
feared another false messianic movement,

The Ozhorover Rebbe (1890-1971)

Rabbi Moshe Yechiel Ha-Levi Epstein lived in
Ozhorov in Poland, in which he became the rabbi
by the age of twenty five. After the Holocaust he

moved to Tel Aviv in Israel, where he formed a
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Chassidic group. His major works inchided an en-
cyclopedia of Jewish thought called Aish Dos, and
a ten volume work on the Chumash (bible) known
as Be'er Moshe. Famous for his complete knowl-
e&ge of the entire written and oral Torah perfec’fly,-
he was often described as a “sealed container that
never loses a drop”.

‘ The Rambam (1135-1204)

Moses Maimon.icles is known as the greatest Jew-
ish philosopher and codifier of Jewish law in his-
tory. Born in Cordova, Spain, he was forced to
flee from fanatical Moslems at the age of thirteen,
where he traveled with his family to North Africa,
and ten years later to Palestine. As a result of the
devastation left by the Crusaders, Palestine was vir-
tua.uy uninhabitable, gorcing the family to move
to Fostat {current day Cairo). Throughout these
journeys, the young Maimonides had concentrated
on Torah studies under the guidance of his father,
and Ly the time he reached Fostat had become an
farmous scholar. Supported by his merchant brother,
the Rambam was able to write copiously, gaining
international acclaim in both Jewish and secular
Felds of lenowleclge. After the tragic death of his
brother, the responsi]:)iiity of supporting his family
fell on the Rambam’s shoulders, and through his
fame he was appointed chief physician of the Sul-
tan. Despite the immense workload that was re-
quired, not only with his responsilailities to the royal

One Thousand Homes of Dialogue
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fa.mz']y, but to the entire Egyptian community as
the official Nagid (royally appointed leader), and
to the halachic questions of world Jewry known as
responsa, the Rambam was remarkably able to
complete some of his greatest Jewish works, in-
cluding his introduction and commentary on the
Mishna, his philosophical work The Guide for the
Perplexed, and his magnum opus the Mishna To-
rah - the great codification of all Jewish law. While
he was considered an undisputed leader of world
Jewry at the time, there was bitter opposition to
much of his works because they incorpora.tecl okl
of Axistotelian philosophy that went against the
traditional purist ideology of much of Ashkenazic
Jewry, and others believed his codifications would
make much of the role of the rabbi and the oral
tradition obsolete.

Rabbi Zvi Elimelech Shapiro of Dinov

A great scholar and Kabbalist of Galicia, who
learned under many of the great Chassidic mas-
ters of the time, he produce& works on all areas of
Jewish study, and was accepted as one of the great
leaders of Polish Jewry. Living at the beginning of
the period of emancipation of European Jewry,
Rabbi Shapiro was a critic and opponent of the
Haskalah, a movement of Jews that wished to lib-
eralize Jewish practice, and become fully part of
the secular world.

Pardes Project



The Shiah (1565-1630)

Rabbi Isaiah ben Avraham Ha-Levi Horowitz,
known as the Shlah after the title of one of his
major works Shnei Iuchos Ha-Bris, was a re-
nowned ]Jalachist', Labh alist and communal leader.
Bon in Prague he moved with his father to Poland
in his youth, and after ])uﬂding a reputation as an
exceptional schofar, he gained a number of posi-
tions as head of beis dins (religious courts) in the

area. By 1600 he reached the leve] of the head of

. the Frankfort on the Main beis din, one of the

most influential of the period. After the Jews were
expelled from there in 1614, he returned to his
native Prague, where he remained as a rabbi. In
1621 at the death of his wife, he moved to Eretz
Israel, remarried and settled in Jerusalem as one of
the heads of the Ashkenazic community there. In
1625 he was captured by the Arab ruler, and ran-
somed for_ an exorbitant sum. The Shlah died in
Tiberius and is buried near the Rambam. During
his life the Shlah was an wealthy and active phi-
lant]:lropist} supporting Torah Iearning especiaﬂy
in Jerusalem. In his many Kabbalistic, homiletic
and halachic works, he stressed the joy in cvery
action, and how one should convert the evil incli-

~ nation into good, two concepts that impacted on

Jewish t]zougllt through to the eighteent}:x-centnry,
and greatly influenced the development of the
ssidic movement.

One Thousand Homes of Dialogue

. The Dubnow Maggid {1741-1804)

Born in a province of Vilna, Jacob ben Wolf Kranz
showed exceptional homiletical and Kabbalistic
talents at an eariy age, and Ly the age of twenty
became the darshan of his city. From there he be-
gan preaching through the cities of around Lublin
in Poland, finally settling in Dubnow. His reputa-
tion as a maggid (preacher) spread, bringing him
in contact with the great rabbis of the period, in-
cluding the Vilna Gaon. The majority of his works
were in homﬂetics, using stories and paral)les to
transmit cleeper ethical and moral teachings.

The Pardes Project
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n Heychulfzu, Rabbi Shalom Dov Baer of Lubovitch
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m Rambam, Laws of Murder, chap. 13; par. 14
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A Time to Love; A Time to Hate
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m Reb Zvi Elimelech of Dinov in his commentary
to the Hokdomo V’Derech Eitz Chaim, fn. 83
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